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From  a  poem  by  Vachel  Lindsay,  courtesy 
of  The  Vachel  Lindsay  Association,  Inc. 


THE  SANTA  FE  TRAIL 


I  am  a  tramp  by  the 
long  trails  border, 
Given  to  squalor,  rags 
and  disorder, 

I  nap  and  amble 
and  yawn  and  look, 
Write  fool-thoughts  in 
my  grubby  book, 

Recite  to  the  children, 
explore  at  my  ease, 
Work  when  I  work, 
beg  when  1  please. 

Give  crank-drawings, 
that  make  folks  stare 
To  the  half  grown  boys 
in  the  sunset  glare, 
And  get  me  a  place 
to  sleep  in  the  hay 
At  the  end  of  a 
live-and-let-live  day... 
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HAVE  YOU  EVER  WONDERED?. . . 

. . .  how  many  acres  of  vast  forest  make  up 

the  Shawnee  National  Forest  ? 

. . .  what  year  a  young  Abraham  Lincoln 
arrived  in  New  Salem? 

. . .  how  many  states  are  visible  from  the  top 
of  the  Sears  Tower? 

. .  .  what  the  5-cent,  chocolate,  peanut- 
covered  marshmallow  bar  made  in 
Bloomington  back  in  1926  was  named? 

. . .  where  a  person  can  fall  12,500  feet  and 
not  get  hurt? 

. . .  where  birds  nearly  changed  the  course 
of  an  Illinois  highway? 

. . .  what  Chicago’s  baseball  team  was  called 
before  it  became  the  CUBS? 


Take  a  trip  inside  to  find  the 
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The  Shawnee  National  Forest 

spans  839,000  acres  at  the  south¬ 
ern  tip  of  Illinois.  Take  a  dip  in 
Devil's  Kitchen  Lake,  repel  off 
cliff  walls  on  Devil's  Stand  Table 
trail  or  mountain  bike  and  rock 
climb  at  Giant  City  State  Park 
near  Carbondale.  Hikers  share 
Shawnee's  scenic  oak,  hickory 
and  pine  forests  with  white-tailed 
deer,  great  horned  owls,  wild  tur¬ 
keys  and  many  species  of  song 
birds. 


CHECK  OUT:  Kids  Camp!  Ac¬ 
tivities  for  the  Backyard  or  Wil¬ 
derness  by  Laurie  Carlson. 
Children's  Press,  1995.  t000" 

SURF  TO:  U.S.  Forest  Ser¬ 
vice  Shawnee  Page  -  http://  | 
www.intrnet.net/~sitc/  I 
shwnforl.html  1 


A  young  Abe  Lincoln  came  to  the  bustling  town  of  New  Salem  in 
1831.  He  rented  a  room  and  had  a  few  short-term  jobs,  including 
grocer,  postmaster  and  legislator.  Historic  New  Salem  is  one  of  Illi¬ 
nois'  most  popular  tourist  attractions,  featuring  the  Rutledge  tavern, 
an  inn  run  by  the  family  of  an  1 8-year-old  girl  who  shared  her  gram¬ 
mar  book  with  Lincoln. 

CHECK  OUT:  Abraham  Lincoln;  The  Boy,  The  Man  by  Lloyd 

Ostendorf.  Wagner,  1962. 

SURF  TO:  http://www.netins.net/showcase/creative/lincoln.html 
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Serious  birdwatchers  don't  get  their  shoes  muddy.  Near  Griggsville,  the  state  al¬ 
most  changed  the  course  of  a  highway  to  prevent  destroying  native  bald  eagle  habi¬ 
tats.  Sightseers  now  can  travel  on  a  smooth  new  road  to  witness  eagles  roosting  in  the 
flood  plain  and  the  hillside  forest  that  overlooks  the  Illinois  River  bridge  on  Interstate  72. 

CHECK  OUT:  Wildtracker  Activity  Book:  Enjoy  it;  Grow  it;  Save  it;  Watch  it 
by  Donna  Bryant.  Hodder  and  Stoughton,  1989. 

SURF  TO:  Part  of  the  Bald  Eagle  Story  - 
http://anchx8.chm.anl.gov/WWW/Avian/Birding.html 
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Go  to  the  top  of  the  world  when  you 
visit  the  skydeck  at  The  Sears  Tower 
in  Chicago.  On  a  clear  day,  visibility 
from  the  skydeck  is  approximately  40 
to  50  miles,  allowing  you  to  see  the 
states  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan 
and  Wisconsin  all  at  the  same  time! 

CHECK  OUT:  The  Sears  Tower  by 
Katherine  M.  Dougherty.  Blackbirch, 
1995. 


Be  among  the 
60,000  specta¬ 
tors  who  watch 
skydivers  from 
around  the  world 
fall  12,500  feet 
at  the  World 
Free-Fall 
Skydive  Con¬ 
vention  in  Quincy,  Aug.  2-11,  1996. 

CHECK  OUT:  Wind  Sports  by  Anabel  Dean. 
Westminster,  1982. 
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SURF  TO:  A  3-D  View  of  The  Sears 
Tower  -  http://www.earthwatch. 
com/sky  line2.html 


SURF  TO:  The  Mother  of  all  Skydiving 
Servers  -  http://www.afn.org/skydive/ 
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Chocolate  lovers  know 
chocolate. .  . 

The  “W-H-I-Z!  Best  nickel 
candy  there  I-Z-Z!"  was  the 
marketing  slogan  for  Kathryn 
Beich’s  feature  candy  bar  dur¬ 
ing  the  roaring  20s.  Today, 
thousands  of  pounds  of  candy 
are  made  in  Bloomington  at  the 


-u 


p 


Chicago’s  National  League  baseball  club  sported  16 
different  names  before  settling  with  the  CUBS:  White 


Beich  chocolate  factory,  a  sub¬ 
sidiary  of  Nestle  Foods.  Tours 
are  available  Monday  through 
Friday.  Call  (309)  828-1311. 

CHECK  OUT:  Charlie  and 
the  Chocolate  Factory  by 
Roald  Dahl.  Knopf,  1964. 

SURF  TO:  The  Chocolate 
Lover’s  Page  -  http:/bc.emanon. 
net/chocolate/ 


Stockings,  Colts,  Black  Stockings,  Ex-Colts,  Rain¬ 
makers,  Orphans,  Cowboys,  Rough  Riders,  Remnants, 
Recruits,  Panamas,  Zephyrs,  Nationals,  Spuds  and  Tro¬ 
jans.  The  CUBS’  home  at  Wrigley  Field  has  a  seat¬ 
ing  capacity  of  38,701,  and  the  outfield  walls  range 
from  1 1.5  to  15  feet  high. 

CHECK  OUT:  The  Chicago  Cubs  by  Michael 
Goodman.  Creative  Education,  1992. 

SURF  TO:  The  Wrigley  Field  Page  -  http://www. 
students.uiuc.edu/~k-jerbi/Cubs/Wrigley.html 
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TRAVEL 
IN  YOUR 
IMAGINATION 
AS  YOU  READ 
THESE  BOOKS 
THAT  ARE  SET 
IN  ILLINOIS. 


Across  Five  Aprils  by  Irene  Hunt.  Follett,  1964.  A  must 
read!  This  Civil  War  story  shows  the  hardship,  suffering 
and  courage  of  a  young  farm  boy  near  Newton,  Illinois. 

Allan  Pinkerton:  First  Private  Eye  by  LaVere  Anderson. 
Garrard,  1972.  Share  the  exciting  escapades  of  a  private 
detective  as  he  apprehends  counterfeiters  near  Dundee 
and  thwarts  the  intended  assassins  of  Lincoln. 

Big  Mac:  The  Unauthorized  Story  of  McDonald's  by 
Max  Boas  and  Steve  Chain.  Dutton,  1976.  “Two  all  beef 
patties,  special  sauce...”  A  story  about  McDonald’s 
founder  Ray  Kroc  and  the  first  McDonald’s  franchise  that 
was  built  in  the  Chicago  suburb  of  Des  Plaines. 

Chicago  Fire  by  Lois  Warburton.  Lucent,  1989.  “Chi¬ 
cago  shall  rise  again.”  From  the  first  spark  to  the  after- 
math,  fright,  tragedy  and  heroism  weave  a  story  about 
the  fire  that  raged  for  24  hours  in  1871. 

Jane  Addams  and  Hull  House  by  Deborah  Kent. 
Children's  Press,  1992.  A  biography  of  the  social  worker 
who  defended  the  oppressed,  promoted  education  for  the 
poor,  worked  for  world  peace  and  founded  a  settlement 
house  in  the  slums  of  Chicago. 


John  Deere:  The  Man  Who  Opened  the  Prairie  by  Diana 
Aim.  Illinois  Writers  Guild,  1986.  Determined  to  help  farm¬ 
ers  near  Moline,  Illinois,  John  Deere  invented  and  manu¬ 
factured  the  steel  plow. 

Open  Heart  Doctor  by  Lewis  H.  Fenderson  and  Daniel  Hale 
Williams.  McGraw,  1971.  A  true  story  about  an  African- 
American  surgeon  who  performed  the  first  open-heart  sur¬ 
gery  and  founded  the  first  hospital  in  Chicago  to  be  staffed 
in  part  by  African-American  doctors. 

Portrait  of  a  Farm  Family  by  Raymond  Bial.  Houghton- 
Mifflin,  1995.  Each  day  at  5  a. m.  and  5  p.m.  the  55  cows  are 
milked.  Then,  there  are  calves,  cats  and  chickens  to  feed, 
eggs  to  gather  and  crops  to  tend.  Meet  Rambo  the  bull  and 
read  about  farm  life  near  Fairbury,  Illinois. 

The  Chicago  Bulls  by  Michael  Goodman.  Creative  Educa¬ 
tion,  1993.  Illinois  is  home  to  the  all-time  NBA  leaders  and 
the  best  team  in  the  history  of  basketball.  Read  about  three- 
peat  Michael  Jordan  and  more! 

The  Gasoline  Buggy  of  the  Duryea  Brothers  by  Robert 
Jackson.  H.  Z.  Walck,  1968.  A  fascinating  account  of  two 
brothers  from  Peoria  who  built  the  first  gasoline-powered 
automobile  and  operated  the  first  American  race  track. 

*See  the  Duryea  Car  on  display  at  the  Peoria  Public  Library. 


Name: 


Address:. 

City: _ 

Age: _ 


I'D  LIKE  TO  SUBSCRIBE  TO 

_  Special  interests/hobbies:_ 

_  My  favorite  book: _ 

.State: _ Zip: _  Why? _ 


Grade  in  School: 
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Send  to:  Editor,  Quest,  Illinois  State  Library,  300  South  Second  Street,  Springfield,  Illinois  62701 
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